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The percentage of workers commuting to work in Dane 
County who drove alone has continued to increase, while the 
percentage of workers using alternative means of transporta-
tion has decreased. From 1990 to 2000, the percentage share 
of drive alone work trips countywide increased from 68% to 
75%. The percentage share of drive alone trips work trips by 
City of Madison residents rose from 60% to 65%. The overall 
number of commuters taking transit and bicycling to work 
increased, but the percentage share of trips still declined. The 
same trend of increased single-occupant vehicle commuting 
was true for those who worked in the downtown and UW-
Madison campus areas. However, the percentages of those 
using alternative means of transportation were much higher 
due to the concentration of employment centers and UW-
Madison campus area, parking cost, and excellent bus service. 
In addition, the percentage of those using transit and bicycling 
actually increased to 11.2% and 4.8%, respectively. 

Table 12 below shows the means of transportation to work for all Dane County workers and for those working in the 
downtown and UW-Madison campus areas in 1990 and 2000.

TABLE 12 
Mode of Transportation for Work: 1990 & 2000 

Trips within/to Dane County 
1990 2000Mode Number Percent Number  Percent 

Drive Alone 
Carpool
Transit 
Bicycle 
Walk 
Other
Work at Home 

147,642
29,115

9,445
3,966

17,190
1,280
7,339

68.4
13.5

4.4
1.8
8.0
0.6
3.4

198,841 
28,062
10,010

4,148
15,071

1,120
9,194

74.7
10.5

3.8
1.6
5.7
0.4
3.5

Total 215,977 100.0 266,446 100.0
Trips to the Downtown and UW-Madison Campus Areas 

1990 2000Mode Number Percent Number Percent 
Drive Alone 
Carpool
Transit 
Bicycle 
Walk 
Other
Work at Home 

24,076
8,613
5,265
2,236
9,725

371
431

47.5
17.0
10.4

4.4
19.2

0.7
0.8

30,625
7,552
6,404
2,767
9,053

283
383

53.7
13.2
11.2

4.8
15.9

0.5
0.7

Total 50,717 100.0 57,067 100.0
Source:  Census Transportation Planning Package 

TABLE 13 
Urban Federal Functional Classification (FFC) of Roadways 

FFC FUNCTION LAND USE TRAFFIC DEMANDS FACILITY TYPE 

FREEWAYS 

Moving inter- and intra-
regional traffic, 
particularly long trips in 
the high traffic volume 
corridors. 

Providing access to 
major industrial and 
commercial 
developments.

Normally in excess of 
20,000 vehicles per day 
and often over 50,000 
vehicles per day. 

High speed, divided 
highway with full control of 
access and grade 
separated interchanges. 

EXPRESSWAYS 
Serve longer trip desires 
and high traffic volume 
corridors where not 
served by freeways. 

Serve major centers 
of activity, with 
service to abutting 
land uses secondary 
to the provision of 
travel service. 

Generally in the range of 
15,000 to 35,000 
vehicles per day. 

Divided highway with 
partial access control, 
some grade separated 
interchanges access only 
with surface street 
systems, and no access to 
abutting land uses. 

PRINCIPAL 
ARTERIALS 

Serve longer trip desires 
and high traffic volume 
corridors, where not 
served by freeways. 

Serve major centers 
of activity, with 
service to abutting 
land uses secondary 
to the provision of 
travel service. 

  Generally in the range 
of 15,000 to 35,000 
vehicles per day. 

Typically, divided street 
with major access points at 
intersections with the 
surface street system. 
Some limited direct access 
permitted to abutting land 
uses.

MINOR
ARTERIALS 

Interconnect with and 
augment the principal 
arterial system and 
provide service to trips 
of moderate length. 

Distributes traffic to 
geographic areas 
smaller than those 
served by the higher 
system, with more 
emphasis on service 
to abutting land uses. 

  Generally in the range 
of 5,000 to 15,000 
vehicles per day. 

Number of lanes and type 
of median directly related 
to traffic volumes and 
abutting land uses. 

COLLECTORS 
Connect local streets to 
the arterial street 
systems. 

Serve residential 
neighborhoods with 
direct access to 
abutting land uses. 

Generally in the range of 
2,000 to 5,000 vehicles 
per day, with some 
roadways 10,000 
vehicles per day or 
more.

Typically, two-lane streets. 

Source: FHWA 
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